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O. L. OSTEEN 


“JANUARY 21 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


PORT 
[To accompany H. R. 3137] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3137) for the relief of O. L. Osteen, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The Gian of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of $176.28 
to O. L. Osteen as a refund of money paid by him for damages sustained 
to a privately owned vehicle when it was involved:in a collision with 
the Government car which Mr. Osteen was driving in the course of 
the performance of his official duties in Aerdenhout, Holland, on 
July 7, 1949. 


STATEMENT 


On July 7, 1949, Dr. O. L. Osteen, then assigned to the Netherlands 
as chief of the Department of Agriculture’s mission for research on 
foot-and-mouth disease, was driving a Government-owned vehicl 
which was involved in a collision with a private vehicle operated by 
a Dutch citizen. A compromise settlement of the claim against Dr 
Osteen for property damage resulting from the accident was effec 
on a 70 percent basis after the driver of the private vehi 
acquitted of negligence under Dutch law. 

The Department of Agriculture recommends reimbursement of the 
claimant in the amount of the compromise settlement plus stamp tay 
attorney fees and translation fees. 

This claim is similar to others in which the committee recognized the 
inability of a driver of the Government vehicle to pretect himself as a 
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private citizen can through insurance. Illustrative of this recognition 
is H. R. 2078, Eightv-first Congress (now Private Law 129, 8Ist Cong., 
Ist sess.) and S. 1741, Eighty-second Congress (now pending before 
the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives). Con- 
sequently the committee agrees with the recommendation of the 
Department of Agriculture and recommends favorable consideration 
of this legislation. 

Attached t this report is a report on the bill submitted by the 
Department of Agriculture. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington 25, D. C., August 31, 1951 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Ceuuer: Thisisin reply to your request of May 24, 1951, for a report 
on H. R. 3137, a bill for the relief of O. L. Osteen. 

On July 7, 1949, while operating a Government-owned vehicle, Dr. O. L. 
Osteen, then assigned to the Netherlands as chief of the Department’s European 
mission for research on foot-and-mouth disease, had a collision with a private 
vehicle operated by a Dutch citizen. The accident occurred at a street inter- 
section in Aerdenhout. The driver of the Government vehicle approached the 
intersection in a southerly direction at a moderate rate of speed at approximately 
the same time the private vehicle approached at a materially greater speed from 
the right. Upon seeing the oncoming vehicle, Dr. Osteen applied his brakes, 
skidded about 6 feet and stopped just as the private vehicle, after skidding 25 
to 30 feet at a slight right angle, collided with the Government vehicle. The 
private operator was acquitted of negligence in driving on the basis of right-of-way 
according to law of the Netherlands. A claim against Dr. Osteen for damages 
sustained to the private automobile was compromised on a 70-percent basis, 
plus stamp tax and attorney and translation fees, in the amount of 669.86 Dutch 
guilders or $176.28. 

If this accident had occurred in the United States, the claim of the private 
operator could have been adjudicated and paid by the Department in accordance 
with the Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U. 8. C. 921-946). The act does not apply 
to any claim arising in a foreign country. 

Passage of the bill is recommended. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that, from the standpoint of the program of 
the President, there is no objection to the submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
C. J. McCormick, 
Acting Secretary. 





